
Text 10

The Luck Factor

“Is he lucky?” was the question that Napoleon used to ask of a new general. Napoleon knew that some people have a talent for being lucky and naturally he wanted such people as his generals. Now Robert Wiseman (an appropriate name!), a psychologist at the University of Hertfordshire in England, has written a book, The Luck Factor, explaining why some people are lucky. Lucky people, it seems, often generate their good fortune. They expect good things to happen and, as a result, are quick to see opportunities; they also increase their chances by using their intuition as well as their reason to guide them, and, if things go badly, they recover quickly and continue to look for good fortune. This is an attitude which can help you in your life, but it’s certainly not a formula for winning the lottery. Indeed people who are obsessed with one objective are often unlucky: at a party, for example, they are looking for their future wife/husband and miss the opportunity to make friends – friends who might introduce them to their future spouse… . You can learn to be lucky by imagining yourself in different situations. Imagine, for example, that you have been invited to that party. You should expect that some of the guests will become your friends, you should let your intuition help you find those people; and if someone spills a drink on you, you should smile and see it as an opportunity to be, and to be seen to be, positive.

A.- Answer the following questions in your own words. (2 marks)

1 According to Robert Wiseman, what kind of attitude do lucky people have?

2 What kind of people are usually unlucky?

B.- Decide whether the statements below are true or false. Justify your answers with words from the text. (2 marks)

1 Napoleon didn’t want unlucky generals by his side.

2 The Luck Factor is a book that gives reasons for people’s good fortune.

3 Lucky people always win the lottery.

4 If someone spills a drink on you at a party, you’d better go away.

C.- Find words in the text that correspond to the meanings below. (0.75 marks)

1 produce

2 chances

3 go on

F.- Answer at least one of the questions below. Write 60-80 words. (3 marks)

1 Think about situations in your life: how could you improve your chances of being lucky?

2 What would you do if you won the lottery?
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